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Preface

Between 1989 and 1993, Congress authorized the
acquisition of four properties for inclusion into the existing Harry
S Truman National Historic Site, created in 1983, and managed
by the National Park Service. ! In 1989, Public Law 101-105
(codified at Title 16 United States Code Section 461 [b]),? provided
for the addition of the Natalie and Frank Wallace home, the May
and George Wallace home, and the Noland home to the Truman
National Historic Site. The National Park Service acquired all
three properties, totaling .63 acres, in 1991. The two Wallace
homes, each encompassing around .22 acres, stand on adjacent
lots at 601 West Truman Road (Natalie and Frank Wallace house)
and 605 West Truman Road (May and George Wallace house.)
Following their addition to the naticnal historic site, the Wallace
properties, along with the Truman home, formed one contiguous
parcel comprised of 1.21 acres. The Noland house, located on .19
acres at 216 North Delaware Street, stands directly across the
street from the Truman house.3

In 1993, Congress authorized the acquisition and addition
of the Harry S Truman Farm to the Truman National Historic
Site. Public Law 103-184 (codified at Title 16 United States Code
Section 461 [c]) amended the original congressional legislation
that had established the Truman National Historic Site. Located
about fifteen miles south of Independence, in Grandview,
Missouri, this approximate 5.2-acre agricultural parcel,
encompasses the Young-Truman farmhouse, several outbuildings
and other existing cultural features, and archaeological evidence
of other cultural features no longer existing. (The Solomon Young
Farm, located at 12121 and 12301 Blue Ridge Extension Road,
had heen previously nominated to the National Register of
Historic Places in 1978. It was upgraded to National Historic
Landmark status in 1985 as the Harry S Truman Farm.)

All four properties are intimately associated with the life of
Harry S Truman. As a young child, Truman spent two years
living on his grandparents’ Grandview farm, a large and
prosperous Jackson County family operation that had been
owned and enlarged several times by Truman's maternal
grandparents, Solomon and Harriet Young. Harry Truman

! In May 1983, Public Law 98-32 (97 Stat. 193] provided for the inclusion of the
Truman National Historic Site in the National Park system.

2 Representative Wheat sponsored bill H 419 in the House and Senator Bond
sponsored bill S 109 in the Senate. which later became this public law.

3 The Wallace homes and the Noland house had been previously included in the
Truman National Historic Landmark District, nominated to the National Register
of Historic Places in 1971,



returned to the Grandview farm in 1906 as a young man, and
managed the farming operation during the "golden age" of farming
in the United States, first with his father and then alone.
Truman's nine-year courtship of Bess Wallace, his future wife,
began while he lived on the Truman Farm. In 1917, Truman left
the farm to enter active military service during World War I.

Throughout his life, Harry Truman spent many hours
visiting his favorite aunt, Ella Truman Noland, and her two
daughters, Nellie and Ethel. Ella and Joseph Noland and Nellie
and Ethel moved into an old Queen Anne-style house at 216
North Delaware in 1900 and purchased it in 1908. Three
generations of the Noland family owned and occupied the Noland
house for over eighty-five years. Throughout his life, including
his presidency, Harry Truman visited and regularly
communicated with Ella Noland as well as Nellie and Ethel, both
public school educators in Independence and Kansas City for
sixty years. At Harry Truman's request, Ethel Noland became an
authority on Truman family genealogy and the family history
spokesperson.

The two Wallace properties were the homes of Harry S
Truman's brothers-in law and their wives. At the time of their
marriages in 1915 and 1916, Frank and George Wallace erected
modest Bungalow-style houses on land just to the east of the
Gates family home and on land once used by the family for a
garden and grazing. Natalie Ott and Frank Wallace as well as
May Southern and George Wallace resided in their homes at 601
and 605 West Truman Road, which adjoined the Truman home,
or "Summer White House," during their entire married lives. The
two Wallace couples, Harry and Bess Truman, and Margaret
spent hours socializing in and around the two Wallace houses, in
what became known as the "Wallace cornpound.” Following the
death of Frank and Natalie Wallace in 1960, Bess Truman and
May Wallace managed that property. After George Wallace's
death in 1963, May Wallace continued to live at home and
remained close to and supportive of both of the Trumans until
their deaths in 1972 and 1983. May Wallace left her home at 605
West Truman Road for the last time in late 1989, and died four
years later.
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